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2022-

2022-

2021-2022

Spring 2021

2021

2015

2022-2023

2015-2021

2016-2018

2016

Political Psychology, Political Cognition, Cognitive and Mental Health, Information
Engagement and Behavior, Emotions, Experimental Methods, Computational Methods

Baker, M. N., Stives, C.*, & Neufeld, O.* (2025). Neuroscience. In Nai, A., Gromping,

M., & Wirz, D. (Eds). Elgar Encyclopedia of Political Communication.

Baker, M. N. (2025). Anxiety in Politics. In the Encyclopedia of Experimental Social

Science.

Cantwell-Chavez, D.* & Baker, M. N. (2024). Doing it for Ourselves: Creating Spaces
for, and by, Early Career Instructors. In Teaching Political Science and International

Relations.
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https://www.utep.edu/liberalarts/political-science/
https://www.utep.edu/
http://www.melissanbaker.com
https://www.utep.edu/
https://www.pearlmunk.com/
https://www.utoronto.ca/
https://www.utoronto.ca/
https://www.wellesley.edu/
http://www.ucmerced.edu/
https://www.unl.edu/
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-70733-9_14

OTHER
PUBLICATIONS

PAPERS
UNDER
REVIEW
(*STUDENT)

Baker, M. N. & Canelo, K. S. (2024). Judges Behaving Badly: Judicial Misconduct and
a Threat to Rights. Journal of Fxperimental Political Science.

Baker, M. N. & Merkley, E. (2023). Dynamic Role of Personality in Explaining COVID-
19 Vaccine Hesitancy and Refusal. Frontiers in Psychology.
Media coverage: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.

Haas, 1. J., Baker, M. N., & Gonzalez, F. J. (2021). Understanding the Neural Un-
derpinnings of Uncertainty in Political Evaluation using Functional MRI. Philosophical
Transactions of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences.

Lopez, L. D., Moorman, K., Schneider, S., Baker, M. N., & Holbrook, C. (2019). Moral-
ity is Relative: Anger, Disgust, and Aggression as Contingent Responses to Sibling
Versus Stranger Harm. Emotion.

Hibbing, M. V., Baker, M. N., & Herzog, K. A. (2019) Psychophysiology in Political De-
cision Making Research. In Oxford Encyclopedia of Political Decision Making. Oxford
University Press.

Haas, I. J., Baker, M. N., & Gonzalez, F. J. (2017) Who Can Deviate from the Party
Line? Political Ideology Moderates Evaluation of Incongruent Policy Positions in Insula
and Anterior Cingulate Cortex. Social Justice Research.

“Politics can add to mental health challenges” El Paso Matters. Link

“People view judicial figures previously accused of sexual misconduct as a threat to
womens rights” LSE USAPP. Link. With Kayla S. Canelo

“Mis- and Disinformation During the 2021 Canadian Federal Election”
Link. With Media Ecosystem Observatory

“Ranked-Choice Voting is No Refuge for Extreme Candidates” New America. Link.

“Dispositional Traits and Susceptibility to Political Anxiety”
Working paper: https://psyarxiv.com/3se54

“Perceptions of Extreme Political Candidates”

“Cognitive Resilience Under Stress: A Tradeoff Between Mental Wellbeing and Mobi-
lization” With Elaine K. Denny

“Judicial Misconduct and Marginalization” With Kayla S. Canelo
“Humor, Social Media, and Information Engagement” With Cayleb Stives*

“Mindfulness Over Matter: Boosting Thoughtful Information Consumption in an Era
of Misinformation” With Elaine K. Denny

“Biological Attributions for Political Ideology decrease Political Prejudice and Intoler-
ance.” With Ingrid J. Haas. Working paper: https://psyarxiv.com/pkjh7/

“Public Perceptions of Political Violence Terms” With M.P. Broache and Peter D. Carey

“Affective Language in the Most Important Issues of the 2019 and 2021 Canadian Elec-
tions” With Alvaro J. Pereira Filho, Thomas Galipeau, and Amanda Friesen
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-experimental-political-science/article/judges-behaving-badly-judicial-misconduct-and-a-threat-to-rights/032324FE8F0A1BF83E5880F967EEAD31?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=bookmark
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/psychology/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2023.1163570/full
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2023/08/03/extroverts-resist-covid-vaccine-despite-socialising-texas/
https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2023-08-04/one-personality-type-is-more-prone-to-be-an-anti-vaxxer
https://ca.movies.yahoo.com/extroverts-more-likely-refuse-vaccines-134826271.html
https://scientias.nl/opvallend-extraverte-mensen-blijken-minder-geneigd-om-zich-te-laten-vaccineren-tegen-corona/
https://www.upi.com/Health_News/2023/08/04/personality-type-anti-vaxxer-vaccination/1421691155301/
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/abs/10.1098/rstb.2020.0138
http://bit.ly/32YL9eA
https://oxfordre.com/politics/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.001.0001/acrefore-9780190228637-e-1021
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/829604_176ddb36499f4b44aefc2c8715508373.pdf?index=true
https://elpasomatters.org/2024/02/26/opinion-when-politics-and-mental-health-collide/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/usappblog/2022/06/17/people-view-judicial-figures-previously-accused-of-sexual-misconduct-as-a-threat-to-womens-rights/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e87976e025a167d6f26d5cb/t/62473e9ffced925544b49a77/1648836267254/meo_election_2021_report.pdf
https://mediaecosystemobservatory.com/
https://www.newamerica.org/political-reform/reports/evaluating-the-effects-of-ranked-choice-voting/ranked-choice-voting-is-no-refuge-for-extreme-candidates-melissa-baker/
https://psyarxiv.com/3se54
https://psyarxiv.com/pkjh7/

GRANTS

INVITED
TALKS

AND
WORKSHOPS

Career Enhancement Award $4,950
College of Liberal Arts, UTEP 2024-2025
Project: False Eye of the Beholder: Public Opinion on Deep Fakes and Pornography
With Amanda J. Goodson

APSA Centennial Center Research Grant $2500
American Political Science Association Summer 2023
Project: Judge Misconduct and Perceptions of a Threat to Rights

With Kayla S. Canelo

APSA Centennial Center Research Grant $2600
American Political Science Association Fall 2021
Project: Perceptions and Understanding of Political Violence Concepts

With M.P. Broache and Peter D. Carey

Interdisciplinary Grant $2940
Interdisciplinary Grants Program, University of California, Merced AY 2020-2021
Project: Working Group on Emotions in a Political Society

Electoral Reform Research Group Project Funding $2440
New America Spring 2020
Project: Candidate Extremity and Ranked Choice Voting

Psychology and Economics of Poverty (PEP) Seed Funding Competition $2000
Center for Effective Global Action, UC Berkeley Spring 2020

Project: Contextualizing Emotions: An Intervention to Increase
Political Participation in Impoverished Populations

Does Stress Make Us More Susceptible to Misinformation? Keynote presented at Illinois
State Political Science Conference, 2024.

Cognitive Resilience Under Stress: The Tradeoff Between Mental Wellbeing and Po-
litical Mobilization. Presented at the Department of Psychology Colloquium at the
University of Texas at El Paso, 2023

Neuroscience and Politics. Presented in Biology and Politics seminar, University of
Illinois, 2023

Controversial Judges and Threats to Women’s Rights. Presented at Morality, Miscon-
duct, and Public Judgments of Political Figures workshop, University of Toronto
Summer 2022.

Biology and Politics Workshop. Hosted at University of California, Merced
Spring 2022.

Biological Attributions for Political Ideology decrease Political Prejudice and Intoler-
ance. Presented at the Science and Politics Workshop, Western University
Fall 2021

Susceptibility to Political Anxiety: The Role of Individual Differences in Anxiety and
Civic Engagement. Presented at the Hot Politics Lab, Summer 2020.
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https://www.newamerica.org/
https://cega.berkeley.edu/

EXTERNAL
AWARDS

TEACHING
EXPERIENCE

Marian Irish Award
Southern Political Science Association

Travel Grant
American Political Science Association

Early Career Committee Travel Award
International Society of Political Psychology

Prestage-Cook Award
Southern Political Science Association

Annual Meeting Grant (through the National Science Foundation)
Society for Political Methodology

Annual Meeting Grant (through the National Science Foundation)
Society for Political Methodology

Travel Award
Graduate Student Association, University of California, Merced

Undergraduate Creative Activities and Research Experience Award
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

University of Texas at El Paso:

Graduate
Quantitative Research Methods I (POLS 5300)

Political Communication (POLS 5313)
American Political Behavior (POLS 5310)

Undergraduate
Research in Political Science (POLS 3600)

Political Psychology (POLS 4319)

Public Opinion, Media, and Technology (POLS 3313)
Introduction to American Government (POLS 2311)
Wellesley College

Political Psychology (POLI 329)

University of California, Merced (Instructor of Record)
Public Opinion (POLI 125)

Voting Behavior, Campaigns, and Elections (POLI 120)
Political Psychology (POLI 123)

The Presidency (POLI 101)
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2021

Fall 2021

Summer 2021

$300
Fall 2019

$1325
Summer 2019

$1071
Summer 2018

$400
Spring 2017

$2400/year
AYs 2012 - 2015

Fall 2023

Summer 2023

Fall 2024, Spring 2023

Fall 2023

Spring 2023

Fall 2022, Spring 2024

Fall 2024, Spring 2024

Spring 2021

Spring 2021
Summer 2020
Summer 2019

Spring 2019



SERVICE
(UTEP
DEPARTMENTAL)

SERVICE
(UTEP)

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

Committee Member
Graduate Committee

MA Thesis Chair:
Adriana Valero

MA Thesis Committee:
Denise Saenz

MA Final Paper Chair:
Nestor Espino

MA Final Paper Committee:
Carlos Fierro

Department Social Media

Department Webmaster

Committee Member
Fulbright Committee
Student Fellowships and Awards

Advocate (Organizer)

Interdisciplinary Research and Education Community of Practice

Undergraduate Research Symposium Judge
Campus Office of Undergraduate Research Initiatives

Council Member
Association for Politics and the Life Sciences

Social Media
Association for Politics and the Life Sciences

Section Co-chair
International Society for Political Psychology
New Theoretical and Methodological Advancements section

Co-chair
Inclusive Pedagogy Working Group
Western Political Science Association

Mentor
American Political Science Association Mentoring Program

Mentor

Midwestern Political Science Association Mentorship Program

Reviewer:

2022-

2024-

2024-

2023-

2023-

2023, 2024

2024-

2023-

2022-2023

2022-

2022-

2022-

American Political Science Review, Political Behavior, Research and Politics

Journal of Experimental Political Science, American Politics Research,
Journal of Elections, Public Opinion, and Parties, Political Psychology,

Electoral Studies, Conflict Management and Peace Science,
Politics & Life Sciences, Behavioral Sciences, PNAS Nexus,

Canadian Journal of Political Science, Cognition and Emotion,
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SERVICE
(UCM)

INTERNAL
AWARDS
(UCM)

CONFERENCE
PRESENTATIONS

Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society: Biological Sciences,
Palgrave, Southeast European and Black Sea Studies

Committee Member 2019-2021
Institutional Review Board
University of California, Merced

Department Delegate 2020-2021
Graduate Student Association
University of California, Merced

Graduate Group Peer Mentor 2019-2021
Department of Political Science
University of California, Merced

Organizer 2018-2021
Graduate Student Research Feedback Sessions

Department of Political Science

University of California, Merced

Advisor 2017-2021
Bobcat Model United Nations

Undergraduate Student Organization

University of California, Merced

2019 Departmental Top Paper Award
“Media Framing and Audience Costs.” With Peter D. Carey Summer 2019

2019 Departmental Teaching Award
The Presidency (POLI 101) Summer 2019

Baker, M. N. & Denny E. K. Mindfulness over Matter: Improving Thoughtful Informa-
tion Consumption in an Era of Misinformation. Paper prepared for the 2024 Southern
Political Science Association annual meeting. New Orleans, LA.

Baker, M. N. & Denny, E. K. Does Stress Make Us More Susceptible to Political Misin-
formation? Paper prepared for the Political Communication preconference of the 2023
American Political Science Association annual meeting. Los Angeles, CA.

Broache, M. P., Baker, M. N., & Carey, P. D. Understanding the Gap Between Public
and Scholarly Concepts of Political Violence. Paper prepared for the 2023 Midwestern
Political Science Association annual meeting. Chicago, IL.

Baker, M. N. & Canelo, K. S. Controversial Judges and Women’s Rights. Paper prepared
for the 2023 Midwestern Political Science Association meeting. Chicago, IL.

Baker, M. N. & Loewen, P. J. Mental Health and Political Attitudes. Paper prepared
for the 2023 Western Political Science Association annual meeting. San Francisco, CA.

Baker, M. N. & Denny, E. K. Does Stress Make Us More Susceptible to Political Mis-
information? Paper prepared for the 2023 Western Political Science Association annual
meeting. San Francisco, CA.
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Broache, M. P., Baker, M. N., & Carey, P. D. Public Scholarship and Popular Attitudes
Toward Democratic Backsliding in the United States: A Conjoint Survey Experiment.
Paper prepared for the 2022 Midwestern Political Science Association annual meeting.
Chicago, IL.

Baker, M. N., Pereira Filho, A. J., & Friesen, A. Identities and Emotions in the Most Im-
portant Issues of the 2021 Canadian Election. Paper prepared for the 2022 Midwestern
Political Science Association annual meeting. Chicago, IL.

Baker, M. N. Dispositional Traits and Susceptibility to Anxiety. Paper prepared for the
2021 Harvard Experimental Political Science meeting. Remote meeting.

Baker, M. N. Dispositional Traits and Susceptibility to Anxiety. Paper prepared for the
2020 American Political Science Association annual meeting. Remote meeting,.

Baker, M. N. Political Engagement and Susceptibility to Anxiety. Paper prepared for
the 2020 Midwestern Political Science Association annual meeting, Chicago, Il.
Conference canceled due to COVID-19.

Baker, M. N. & Warren, C. Political Stress vs. Political Anxiety: Related by Distinct
Concepts. Paper prepared for the 2020 Midwestern Political Science Association annual
meeting, Chicago, Il.

Conference canceled due to COVID-19.

Baker, M. N. & Canelo, K. Controversial Judges and Women’s Rights. Paper prepared
for the 2020 Midwestern Political Science Association annual meeting, Chicago, 1.
Conference canceled due to COVID-19.

Baker, M. N. The Role of Attention in Experiencing Political Anxiety. Poster presented
at the 2019 Society for Political Methodology annual meeting, Cambridge, MA.

Baker, M. N. The Role of Individual Traits in Experiencing Political Anxiety. Paper
presented at the 2019 University of California, Riverside Political Behavior Conference,
Riverside, CA.

Carey, P. D. & Baker, M. N. Media Framing and Audience Costs. Paper presented at
the 2019 Western Political Science Association annual meeting, San Diego, CA.

Baker. M. N., The Role of Individual Traits in Experiencing Political Anxiety. Paper
presented at the 2019 Western Political Science Association annual meeting, San Diego,
CA.

Baker, M. N., Schneider, S. P., & Haas, 1. J. Unstable High Self-Esteem and Support
for Political Aggression. Paper presented at the 2019 Midwestern Political Science
Association annual meeting, Chicago, Il.

Baker, M. N. Anxiety and Information Seeking: The Role of Political Interest and State
vs. Trait Anxiety. Paper presented at the 2019 Midwestern Political Science Association
annual meeting, Chicago, Il.

Baker, M. N. & Carey, P. D. Framing and Audience Costs. Poster presented at the 2018
Society for Political Methodology annual meeting, Provo, UT.
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Baker, M. N., Schneider, S. P., & Haas, 1. J. The Relationship Between Unstable Self-
Esteem, Aggression, and Political Violence. Paper presented at the 2018 Midwestern
Political Science Association annual meeting, Chicago, IL.

Baker, M. N. & Herzog, K. A. The Impact of Extreme Candidates on Ideological Self
Perceptions. Paper presented at the 2018 Midwestern Political Science Association
annual meeting, Chicago, IL.

Baker, M. N. & Haas, 1. J. The Effects of Ideology Attribution on Political Attitudes,
Tolerance, and Perception of Polarization. Paper presented at the 2018 Western Political
Science Association annual meeting, San Francisco, CA.

Baker, M. N., Schneider, S. P., & Haas, 1. J. Self-esteem and causal attributions for
political attitudes and behavior. Paper presented at the 2017 Midwestern Political
Science Association annual meeting, Chicago, IL.

Baker, M. N. & Haas, I. J. The Effects of Ideology Attribution on Political Attitudes and
Tolerance. Paper presented at the 2017 Society for Personality and Social Psychology
annual conventions political psychology preconference. San Antonio, TX.

Baker, M. N. & Haas, 1. J. Attributing Political Ideology to Biology Versus Choice
Influences Attitudes About Political Outgroups. Poster presented at the 2016 Society
for Personality and Social Psychology annual convention, San Diego, CA.

Baker, M. N. & Haas, I. J. Uncertainty, Threat, and Changes in Executive Function.
Poster presented at the 2015 Midwestern Psychological Association annual meeting,
Chicago, IL.

Baker, M., Soto, E., Wanser, B. & Garza, J. Testing a Developmentally Sensitive Emo-
tional Flanker Task in an Adult Population: An ERP Study. Poster presented at the
2014 Spring Research Fair at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE.

Baker, M., Garza, J., Choi, H.J. & Andrews-Espy, K. Inhibitory Control and Emotional
Processing in Children Prenatally Exposed to Tobacco. Poster presented at the 2013
Spring Research Fair at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE.
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